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We know you are eager to hear your Vantage speakers, so 
this section is provided to allow fast and easy set up. Once 
you have them operational, please take the time to read, 
in depth, the rest of the information in this manual. It will 
give you perspective on how to attain the greatest possible 
performance from this most exacting transducer. 

If you should experience any difficulties in the setup or 
operation of your Vantage speakers, please refer to the Room 
Acoustics, Placement or Operation sections of this manual.
Should you encounter a persistent problem that cannot 
be resolved, please contact your authorized MartinLogan 
dealer. They will provide you with the appropriate technical 
analysis to alleviate the situation.

WARNING!
•  Hazardous voltages exist inside—do not 

remove cover.
•  Refer servicing to a qualified technician.
•  To prevent fire or shock hazard, do not 

expose this module to moisture.
•  Turn amplifier off and unplug speaker should 

any abnormal conditions occur.
•  Turn amplifier off before making or breaking 

any signal connections!
•  Do not operate if there is any visual damage 

to the electrostatic panel element.
•  Do not drive speaker beyond its rated power.
•  The power cord should not be installed, 

removed, or left detached from the speaker 
while the other end is connected to an AC 
power source.

•  Use only with a grounded electrical outlet.
•  No candles or other sources of open flame 

should be placed on the speaker.
•  No liquids either in glasses or vases should be 

placed on speaker.
•  Speaker should not be exposed to dripping or 

splashing liquids.
•  The terminals marked with the lightning bolt 

symbol should be connected by an instructed 
person or by way of ready made terminals.

•  The power cord should remain readily oper-
able should any abnormal conditions occur.

Step 1: Unpacking
Remove your new Vantage speakers from their packag-
ing.

Step 2: Placement
Place each Vantage at least two feet from the back wall 
and angle them slightly toward your listening area. This is 
a good place to start. Please see the Placement section 
(pages 11–12) of this manual for more details.

Step 3: Power Connection (AC) (see warning)
Your Vantage speakers require AC power to energize their 
electrostatic cells and to power the PoweredForce™ woofers.
Using the AC power cords provided, plug them in first to 
the AC power receptacle on the rear panel of the speaker,
making sure that you have made a firm connection, and
then to a wall outlet. Please see AC Power Connection 
(pages 8) of this manual for more details.

Step 4: Signal Connection
Use the best speaker cables you can. Higher quality cables,
available from your specialty dealer, are recommended 
and will give you superior performance. Spade connectors 
are suggested for optimum contact and ease of installation.

Attach your speaker cables to the signal input section on the 
rear panel. Be consistent when connecting speaker leads to
the terminals on the back of the Vantage. Take great care to 
assign the same color to the (+) terminal on both the left and
right channels. If bass is nonexistent and you cannot discern
a tight, coherent image, you may need to reverse the (+) and
(–) leads on one side to bring the system into proper polarity. 

For detailed setup instructions, please turn to the Controls 
and Connections section (Page 7–10) of this manual for 
more details.

Step 5: Control Settings
Set the 35Hz Bass Level Control knobs to 0dB. Please 
see 35Hz Level Control (page 9) of this manual for more 
details.

Step 6: Listen and Enjoy
Now, you may turn on your system and enjoy!
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6     Introduction

Congratulations! You have invested in one of the world’s 
premier loudspeaker systems.

The MartinLogan Vantage represents an advanced  
combination of sonic technologies establishing an unprec-
edented direction for audiophile design. The result of 
years of research, the new Vantage™ hybrid electro-
static loudspeaker features PoweredForce™ and XStat™ 
technologies, dramatically reducing cabinet size, yet 
establishing new standards for efficiency, dynamics and 
precision in a floorstanding loudspeaker.

The luminous legacy of MartinLogan subwoofer engi-
neering and research not only produced some of the 
world’s most sophisticated subwoofers, but has also 
yielded new breakthroughs. Through integrated engineer-
ing of advanced amplification and transducer designs, 
PoweredForce™ bass technology results in usable bass 
extension down to 34Hz, immense bass dynamics and 
precision beyond the reach of traditional passive box sys-
tems—all from an enclosure not much larger than a case of 
wine! Additionally, low-frequency equalization capabili-
ties, integrated into advanced PoweredForce™ technology, 
allow precision calibration for optimal room integration.

Housed within a radical, ultra-rigid extruded  aluminum 
AirFrame™, the Vantage’s™  new CLS XStat™ transducer 
builds upon the legacy of MartinLogan’s electrostatic heri-
tage with the  incorporation of advanced vacuum bonding 
and MicroPerf stat panels, providing even greater effi-
ciency and precision. The integration electrical interface 
technology developed by MartinLogan’s Statement™ e2 
engineering team extends effortless dynamics and purity, 
resulting in even higher sonic standards of efficiency and 
precision.

Featuring an advanced crossover topology derived from 
the Statement™ loudspeaker, MartinLogan carefully 
hand-builds each Vantage™ crossover utilizing precision 
point-to-point wiring, audiophile-grade polypropylene 
capacitors and high-purity air-core coils. This advanced 
crossover topology flawlessly preserves microscopic sub-
tleties while effortlessly handling the broadest range of 
dynamics contained within even the most demanding 
sonic source.

The materials in your new Vantage speakers are of the high-
est quality and will provide years of enduring enjoyment 
and deepening respect. The cabinetry is constructed 
from the highest quality composite material for acoustical  
integrity and features hand rubbed wood veneers.

Through rigorous testing, the curvilinear electrostatic 
panel has proven itself to be one of the most durable and 
reliable transducers available today. Fabricated from a
custom tool punched high-grade steel, the patented
panel is then coated with a special polymer that is applied
via a proprietary electrostatic bonding process. This panel
assembly houses a membrane just 0.0005 of an inch thick. 
Ruggedly constructed and insulated, the panel is rated to 
easily handle up to 300 watts of continuous power with 
no deleterious effects.

The other sections of your User’s Manual explain in detail 
the operation of your Vantage speakers and the philoso-
phy applied to their design. A clear understanding of your 
speakers will insure that you obtain maximum performance 
and pleasure from this most exacting transducer. It has been 
designed and constructed to give you years of trouble-free 
listening enjoyment.
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